We want to ensure that your gift is secured and used in a way that will make a lasting effect
on your community and the lives of the children you are helping to support. Your gift provides
for the support of the facilities and equipment used, salaries and related benefits for staff, and
(most importantly) the services of the program at NO CHARGE to the student and their
parents/guardians.
*A specific list of equipment, space, and items can be provided upon request.

Send a donation by cash or check. Please notate with the “Dyslexia Training Program”
written in the memo line to P.O. Box 12357, Alexandria, LA 71315-2357. Envelopes are
available upon request.

Thank you for your consideration in making a contribution to
support the Masonic Learning Center of Louisiana
Dyslexia Training Program!

Do you know a child that may benefit from Dyslexia Training?
We offer specialized approaches to Dyslexia Training that may better suit your child's
learning needs. To apply for the program, please visit us on the web at
https://la-mason.com/dyslexia-program-information . If you have questions or
concerns, please contact our Dyslexia Training Program Administrator at 318-487-4986,
or by email at sharon@la-mason.com.
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Masonic Learning Center of
Louisiana, Inc.

Dyslexia Training Program
Program Information
and
Case Statement

Dyslexia Training Program Budget
as of September 30th, 2018
Public Support, Revenues and Reclassifications
Donations
$ 15,000
Support from Grand Lodge
44,500
Investment Return
206,400
Total Public Support, Revenues and Reclassifications
$265,900
Expenses and Losses
Educational Foundation Programs:
Tuition and Fees
210,210
Total Educational Foundation Programs
210,210
Payroll Expenses
Postage and Delivery
Professional Fees
Rent Expense
Other Expense
Total Expenses

1,500
480
4,300
7,500
38,815
$262,805

Prior to 1998, the Grand Lodge of
Louisiana’s major philanthropy was
the Masonic Children’s Home in
Alexandria, LA; however, due to
changes in federal regulation, the
Grand Lodge was forced to close the
facility in 1994.
In 1998, the Grand Lodge of Louisiana
and its membership chose to take on
the task of helping children with
dyslexia as its major philanthropy to
replace its efforts previously provided
by the Masonic Children’s Home.
The Dyslexia Training Program was established under the Masonic Learning Center of
Louisiana and works on a cooperative basis with the local Masonic Lodges and communities
to address the manifestations of dyslexia in the classroom.

Our mission is to serve our state and local communities in guiding and addressing the
manifestations of dyslexia in the classroom.

Our goal is to provide community learning centers for all children with dyslexia, regardless of
parental income or location, and to furnish special instruction to children with dyslexia who
are not otherwise receiving adequate services/who need extra help to permit them to cope
successfully with their condition so that the each child is given the ability to succeed in life at
their full potential.

The Dyslexia Training Program is a multi-sensory program of instruction that emphasizes
phonics and is taught by a teacher/facilitator to classes of limited size using a number of
teaching aids including video recordings, workbooks, writing frames, linkage paper, threedimensional letters, flash cards, wall charts, dictionaries, and other items.
The primary program consists of 350 hours
of classroom time which is conducted one
[1] hour per day, five [5] days per week,
excluding holidays.
In order that the students may all be ageappropriate and comply with the elements
of the disorder, we accept only those
children who are in grades 4, 5, or 6; who
have not yet attained the age of 13; who are
free of other impeding conditions; and who
have a full-scale I.Q. of at least 90 as
determined by the Wechsler Intelligence
Scale for Children, 3rd Edition.
There is also a 160-hour program for youth older than the age of 13. This one-year program
provides instruction for students in the 7th grade through 11th grade.
Each class is conducted by a teacher/facilitator who is certified to teach in Louisiana. The
location of each class is hosted in various physical facilities, including: Masonic Lodge
buildings, churches, schools, or other specified entities.

The average cost per student in a
training period is $2,368.
Please note that services are provided to
the student at ZERO COST to the
parent, or guardian for testing,
materials, or instruction. Donations
from pillars of the community such as
you help make this possible!

For purposes of the Dyslexia Training
Program, the term “dyslexia” is
defined as a learning disorder in
persons who are intelligent, who
suffer from no other physical,
emotional,
psychological,
or
psychiatric conditions which act as
an impediment to learning but who,
nevertheless, are unable to learn to
read, write, spell, and comprehend the
language as expected from exposure to
a normal classroom experience.
The exact causes of dyslexia are still not completely clear, but brain imaging shows
differences in the way the brain of a dyslexic person develops and functions. These brain
imaging studies demonstrate an inefficient functioning of those neural systems for reading
in dyslexic readers. (Shaywitz & Shaywitz, 2012).
The impact that dyslexia has is different for each person and depends on the severity of the
condition and the effectiveness of instruction or remediation. The core difficulty is with getting
to the sounds of spoken words which leads to a range of predictable difficulties in both spoken
and written language.
People with dyslexia have problems with spoken language, even after they have been exposed
to good language models in their homes and good language instruction in school. They
may find it difficult to express themselves clearly, or to rapidly find the word they mean to
say, especially when placed in high anxiety producing situations such as oral exams or when
called upon in class. It is important that parents and teachers and oral examiners are aware
of these word retrieval difficulties so that children who know what they want to say but can’t
retrieve the correct word are not unduly penalized.
Dyslexic students have difficulty getting to the sounds of spoken words. Dyslexia
interferes with attaching the letters in a word to the individual sound(s) they represent- a
process necessary in order to sound out an unknown word. As a result, children who
are dyslexic experience difficulties decoding words, reading words automatically and
rapidly (fluently) and spelling.

Many individuals with dyslexia
especially when provided with excellent
and early instruction learn to read though
their reading remains slow and laborious.
It is critical that these dyslexic readers
are provided with evidence-based
effective interventions early on and
with accommodations such as the
provision of extra time. This extra time is
critical during the whole life of a
dyslexic student especially for high
stakes tests including college, graduate
and professional school entrance exams.
Epidemiological data indicates a prevalence rate of 17.5% - 21.5% in children and adults. It
affects all races and all socioeconomic groups. This means that 1 out of 5 children; or 5 to 6
children per class of 30 students, are suffering from dyslexia manifestations. (Connecticut
Longitudinal Study of Learning) There appears to be an element of heritability involved and the
incidence is greater in boys than in girls. This may, however, be only an appearance since girls
tend to be less disruptive than boys and, consequently, are not detected.
Dyslexia is a lifelong diagnosis. It is defined as an unexpected difficulty in reading. These
children have average to above average intelligence. They are often creative with terrific ideas
and an ability to grasp the big picture. Early identification and treatment is the best time to help
these students because the brain is still malleable. Many children are identified in kindergarten
and 1st grade, but even more are diagnosed in or after 3rd grade. Children with dyslexia need at
least 90 minutes a day in reading and small group (ideally 6:1 student teacher ratio) instruction
by a qualified teacher. Many individuals need one-on-one help so that the neural pathways are
put in place to read. Repetition in a structured, sequential fashion by a teacher with specialized
training is critical to lay these pathways down in the brain.
Dyslexia is for life. Dyslexics read using a different pathway than non-dyslexic readers.
This pathway is slower so fluency is always an issue but their comprehension is good. So, after
the child learns to read they must be given academic accommodations. Students
with dyslexia should be given extra time to complete tasks and take tests. Dyslexic
students test scores improve when given extra time because of the alternate pathway in their
brain
used
in
reading.
Remediation
and
then
accommodations.
Dyslexia is for life - parents and the students themselves are their best advocates!
Dyslexia is a clinical diagnosis. Just like any other medical diagnosis, the doctor takes a
clinical history, a family history, and then the doctor has the child speak and read
aloud. Tests (there is not one single test) are evaluated and then after compiling all of
these a diagnosis can be made.

The frustration of children with dyslexia
often centers on their inability to meet
expectations. It is important to keep in mind
that dyslexia represents an unexpected
difficulty in reading. In other words, that
child is bright in every other way and the
expectation is for the child to be able to
become a proficient reader as well. The
child’s parents and teachers see a bright,
enthusiastic child who is not learning to
read and write. Time and again, children
with dyslexia and their parents hear, “He’s
such a bright child; if only he would try
harder.” Ironically, no one knows exactly
how hard he/she is trying, typically, much
harder than most other children in the class.
Children become discouraged because, without effective reading instruction, they are unable to
learn to read at the level of their ability. As a result, they see the children around them reading and
yet, they are unable to read and are embarrassed and frustrated when they are called on to read out
loud in class. They cannot understand why, with all their efforts, they cannot read or spell as well as
their classmates.
Dyslexic children often develop anxiety
about their school work, about
answering questions in class and worry
about their own abilities and their
futures. For these reasons, it is
important that children with dyslexia
are identified early on and receive
effective instruction. It is critical for these
children to develop self-awareness of
who they are as learners, how dyslexia
affects them and to be told about their
strengths as they are introduced to the
Sea of Strengths model of dyslexia.

The Sea of Strengths model conceptualizes dyslexia as a circumscribed weakness in getting to the
sounds of spoken words, but one surrounded by a sea of higher level strengths in thinking and
reasoning. Children should also be given opportunities to find areas in which they excel and which
they enjoy so that their only experiences are not struggles and frustration associated with reading.

